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| A LETTER 
TO THE 


OPPOSITION MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF 
ai COMMONS. 








From the bottom of my soul I hate 


Despotic kings, and ministers of state. 
| f Swift. 





GENTLEMEN, 

THINK, when you read this letter, that you are. ad- 
dressed by the whole body of the English People ;—~think 
that you behold them thronged around the door of the 
House of Commons, and calling upon you to preserve their 
tights from invasion, and their persons from insult ;—~ 
behold them withered by the blast of famine, still pre- 
serving all that dignity which Nature has attached to 
‘hitanity, when it is not sullied by disgraceful vices; be 
touched by their calamity, and expose yourselves to the 
danger of being hurried to the BRITISH BASTILE, in 
defence of your Country’s Rights. Surely men like you 
Cannot dread the solitude of a dungeon; you cannot 
‘dread the reflection of a peaceful and virtuous mind— 
they are pleasing, Gentlemen ; and equally so when en- 
joyed in’a- dungeon as in a_palace,—independent 
minds spurn the .base apprehensions which have 
been excited by the commencement of the reign of 
terror, and persist in the steady course their firm and 
enlightened souls have sketched out. They will turn 
neither to the right hand or to the left, though de- 

netion rear its horrid front before them, and threatens 
lo devour them at every step they advance; they feel 
that they are Men, and are determined to act with a firm- 
ness becoming the manly character,—they are not to be 
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frightened by, sedition nor libel bills; they perceive jn 
the east the dawn of a glorious day, and till the Sun of 
Liberty shine upoa them in all its noon-day splendour, 
they will not be satisfied. — 

Perhaps you now have it in your power to make 
England a flourishing, or miserable country, for centuries 
to come—you have uot only our destiny ia your hands, 
but that of our children’s children, who will have occa- 
sion to bless or curse your name, in proportion as you 
behave with firmness iu this eventful crisis, or basely 
recede from your duty. There is no middle course—you 
must either side with the people, and take part in their 
wrongs and injuries, or with their oppressors, and con- 
sent to share the spvils of an unhappy miserable nation,— 
and judge, with an unbiassed mind, which is likely to 
procure you most honor; judge which is most calculated 
to hand down your names with respect and veneration 
to posterity—which is the most likely to cover you with 
glory, or overwhelm you with the black waves of 
infamy. Ah! my right honourable fellow-citizens, if 
you value your fame, which is dear to every honest man, 
if you wish to hand down to your children a name up- 
-sullied by corruption or by vice; if you are ambitious of 
the title of Patriot, draw aside the veil which now ob- 
scures your character, and appear to the world, either as 
the unequivocalassertors of your country’s rights, or as the 
open and unabashed advocates of arbitrary power. I hope, 
for the honor of the Euglish nation, for your own, for that 
of humanity, that you will choose the former of these 
two paths: you cannot hesitate as to the cause on whose 
side virtue stands; the characters in which her decisions 
‘are wrilten are so plain, “that he who runs may read 
them.” 

- Earl Grosvenor has already asserted, that “if the 
wishes of the people were fairly met and considered, 
if their claims were attended to, instead of being opposed 
by measures of a tyrannical nature, the whole mass of 
the population would be conciliated, not even excepting 
those Radicals of whom ministers appeared to be 80 
much afraid, What were the people to think when they 
saw governments alarmed at the diffusion of knowledge. 
and hostile to those systematic exercises in schools and 
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rillages, the best depies akere improvement of the 
strength and spirit of mankind: 7 

‘Nothing can be more true than the assertion of the 
noble lord in: the former part of the paragraph which I 
have cited: there are vast numbers of Englishmen who 
would be content with a moderate reform ; they do not 
expect that the petty frauds and little impositions of the 
government should be done away with; they merely 
wanta reduction of the taxes, the displacing, or others 
wise disposing, of some of the most obpoxivus among the 
ministry, and the disbanding of the army, whose very 
existence they are well aware is inimical to the cause 
of freedom. But there are others, I am _ convinced, 
who would be satisfied with nothing short of a REVO- 
LUTION—they consider the State as an old ship too 
crazy to repair, or not worth mending ; and they would 
set another afloat in its stead, better capable of weather- 
ing the storms of the ocean, and bettcr calculated to 
afford comfort and security to the passengers. But it 
is ‘possible that gentle measures might win even these 
over to the cause of monarchy; for they are not the 
most irrational of the community ; and, however they 
may have been misrepresented, not the most rebellious. 
There are many, however, whom no measures can » 
soften, nO concessions conciliate—they have been in- 
jured, and nothing short of revenge will satisfy them: 
they must see their oppressors laid low, before they can 
feel the pleasures of existence—the consciousness of 
being becomes irksome to man, when he knows that the 
continuance of that being is at the mercy of his most bitter 
enemies. These are the bold original spirits who think 
ita manner peculiar to themselves; they do not borrow 
fine phrases from the rhetorical sophists of the house of 
commons—they do not make long speeches about the 
exeellency of a constitution whichis new no more; or 
call upon heaven to grant them that liberty which they 
are convinced their own exertions ‘can alone procure 
them; they compare their physical force with that of 
et Opponents, and the result does not seem to discon- 
rage them. ‘I'hese, my most honourable fellow-citizens, 
are the men from whose exertions the friends of ar- 
as) Power have every thitg to fear; these are the 
furbulent Spirits,” who are, as a certain writer has 
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remarked, in every country, the authors and actors of ¢ 
revolution.” 

In the latter a of the paragraph which I have cited 
from the speech of Earl Grosvenor, he very properly in. 
quires, what must be the opinions of the people when theip 

vernors appear so alarmed at the diffusion of knowledge? 
T repl y, that they will always consider that government which 
attempts to repress the efforts of the human mind, as the 
most absurd, as well as the most base of tyrannies; and will 
never be satisfied till all the promoters of such a diabolical 
plan are brought to the punishment they deserve. What 
_ ean be more provokingly ridiculous, then an attempt to per- 

guade mankind that they are still children, that they do not 
know their own interests, that they must be excessively 
taxed in order to be happy, that sinecurists and placemen 
_ are the nation’s best friends, and that those are ignorant 
despicable demagogues who attempt to drive away the veil 
of prejudice from the eyes of the public. Yet this has been 
done—is still done every day, and will.always be the mode 
as long as the boroughmonger faction shall retain the ascen- 
dancy in this country. You have attempted, but very 
_ feebly, to stem the almost overwhelming torrent of corrup- 
tion, which has made a vast progress towards turning this 
fine country into adesert wilderness ; you have opposed, but 
opposed in such a, manner, that the nation is in great doubt 
as to the sincerity of your professions, the despotic measures 
proposed by the ministry ; and it isonly the dread of public 
vengeance, and not your lukewarm opposition, which has 
arrested them in their career of iniquity. The nation is 
now completely writhed—the people have ncither money, 
credit, nor friends,—they look around them and behold no- 
thing but famineand oppression staring them in the face—they 
behold the men to whom they have been accustomed to look 
up for instruction and protection forsake them in their mis- 
fortunes—they perceive that they mast be their own deli- 
verers, if they hope to be delivered ; they will no longer be 
duped by pretty speakers, nor silly schemes of economy ; 
wet have long experienced all the inconveniences of mon- 
archy, with few or none of its blessings, and appear deter- 
mined to obtain a reform in one way or another. Orators 
may declaim, and statesman plod, and tyrants threaten ; but 
the people are invincible—to be comp!etely conquered they 
must be exterminated ; there is no alternative. And whois 
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ate them?-who can say to the people, we will 

rern you in spite A peowee we will tax zones wor 

ase, we will maintain as many sinecurists, an 

on, a priests, and parish officers, as suit our purposes, 
at your expence, and you must not dare to murmur, whether 
youl believe the priest, or think the soldier necessary! 
Who can say this, and not dread the vengeance of an en- 
raged people ¢ and should they once take arms in defence of 
their freedom, who is to oppose them, who is to stay their 
imesistible fury ? The army! but the army is composed of 
the people; and have wives, and daughters, and fathers and 
children among them! and who could poist his sabre 
against his father’s breast ? whose heart is so steeled against 
soft feelings of humanity, as not be ie by - a of 
beauty, or the wild agonizing screams of woe? who could 
behold his wife or santas aed before him and. intreat him 
to spare his country, or plunge his dagger in her breast, and 
notrather be crucified than disobey the impulse of nature? 
what seldiers, brave, generous, and gallant as they are, could 
behold such sights and remain deaf to the call of patriotism? 
There are no such men in existence, and least of all 
are there such among the people. But should such things 
bappen—should laws, and government, and society itself, 
be torn up by the roots, and dashed to its original anar- 
chical elements, who would be guilty of the crime? the peo- 
pleor their oppressors? the poor miserable injured slaves, 
or their haughty unfeeling lords? Your own hearts will 


to extermin 


Wishing you may become more desirous of the charac- 
lets of patriots, and still more worthy of the gratitude and 
of the nation, 


I remain, 
Your most affectionate Fellow-Citizen, 


JULIAN AUGUSTUS ST. JOHN. 








| Yealson Bridge, Plymouth, December 10, 1819. 
Mr. CARLILE, 


Sin, 
The arbitrary conduct of the law officers of the 
own who presidéd at your trial, has excited in me the strongest 


feelings of disgust and abhorrence, Previous to your trial, I 
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anticipated the pleasure of having my scruples removed, or m 
doubts confirmed, by the powerful arguments that would be aq. 
vanced on that momentous occasion. But alas! the supporters 
of christianity have nothing but dungeon preof to offer, and 
henceforward I renounce the Christian faith. 1 heartily 
sympathize with you on the unjust, cruel and unmerited punish- 
ment you are sentenced to bear, aad if I can render you any ser. 
vice, you have only to say in what manner, and my utmost abi. 
lities shall be exerted in re behalf. I beg to subscribe myself, 
ir, 
Your sincere friend, 
JOSEPH ARTHUR, 





Mr. CARLILE, 
Sir, 

A few friends of mine, who are conscious of the purity 
of your motives, in publishing the Age of Reason, &c. and view- 
ing with indignation the severity of your sentence, and wishing to 
be instrumental in endeavouring to ameliorate your unparalleled 
sufferings for the defence of your own opinions, take this mesns 
of expressing their opinion, that the enormous fine levied against 
you might be easily raised by weekly contributions of one penny, 
as the number required to pay £1500 in three years, at 1d. per 
week, is only 2308, and we feel confident, that the admirers of 
your conduct are certainly three times that number; should the 
above plan meet your approbation, we hereby declare our reso- 
lution to commence our subscriptions immediately, and the money 
shall be delivered monthly to the person or persons appointed by 
you to receive the same. 

Hoping that you will give notice either public or private, at 
as early a date as possible, 
I remain, in behalf of several friends, 
¢ Your bumble Servant, 
| P. CHRISTIE. » 
No. 2, George Street, Grosvenor Square, 
Wednesday, Nov. 17. 





TO MR. CARLILE. 
IR, | 
From the circumstance of your being the champion of 
modern Deists, and from what I have read of “ The Re- 
publican,”’jit occurs to me that you are led to consider the 
advocates for scripture revelation, one and all, as your itre- 
conceilable foes, and the determined enemies to civil liberty ; 
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are ready to implicate them, without exception, in all 
thetrickery, intrigue, and delusion which has been prac- 
ised upon mankind under the mask of religion ; from this 
ition Lam induced (on behalf of others as well as 
myself) to bear my testimony against a conclusivn so un- 
yarrantable. Re assured that, even in my narrow circle of 
uaintance, | can vouch for many, who though directly 
op to you in theology, are yet at no variance with you 
in politics. It is my firm opinion, calculating by local com- 
ison, that three-fourths of that part of the religious com- 
musity commonly called Dissenters, are to be ranked 
amongst the advocates of parliamentary reform. They, 
equally with you, agree on the necessity of not merely a 
reform, but a radical one. They too are aware of the cor- 
rupt system of administration in this country: and, in 
unison with you, they are convinced that the order of so- 
ciety may be preserved, and the welfare of a community 
secured, without the interposition of those useless beings 
who have so long been the idols of slaves and crouching 
minions ; and whv, were it not for their royal titles, and 
enormous salaries, would have nothing to distinguish them 
from the rest of mankind, but their profligacy, tyranny, and 
fraud. The self-evident axiom, that “ all men are born 
with equal right” strikes their mindsas forcibly perhaps as 
itdoes yours. wd 

‘With respect to those publicatiuns for which you have 
been arraigned in a court of justice, I would take this op- 
portunity to re:wark, that though they are a direct and bold 
atiack on what I hold dear, I am not in the least disposed to 
question what you have aflirmed as the motives by which 
you were actuated in their publicity; much less would I jain 
witha pompous Irish barrister, in stigmatiziog, you with 
epithets disgraceful to the christian name. Not more decided 
and inflexible are you in your deistical sentiments than J 
am on the side of christianity ; yet would I express my 
vorrence of every specics of persecution for opinions, 
“gious or political. if he rights of thinking is coextensive 
the power of thinking ; aud the best way to come at 
truth is by open and fair discussion. F cannot, therefore, 
m view the recent legal proceedings against you as incom- 
€ with every principle of justice and genuine religion; 

her do I think ai if 
publishine fi, any man accountable to a human tribunal for 
ing his thoughts on any subject, however repugnant 


sup 


‘ . 
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to my own, or however opposite they may be to the creeds 
andestablishments of prejudiced lawyers and bigoted priests, 
It appears to me, that you are marked out by these rizid 
adherents to church and state, on some other account than 
that of being a blasphemer. The severity of your punish- 
ment seems to indicate this: The cause of Christianity, | 
am persuaded, has not been, in the least, promoted by the 
retended zeal of your judicial antagonists ; nor does the 
k they profess to venerate as the word of God, sanction 
their uncharitable measures. If Deism is to be suppressed, 
let it be done by legitimate argument, and the collision of 
logical debate ; and let those who are so much alarmed at 
its. diffusion, and who are afraid, in proportion to its preva- 
lence, their prefits and prefermeats are at stake, take it 
upon them to arrest its progress by means more honourable 
and more consistent with their dignified character and pro- 
fession, than those of civil coercion. Let some of our bene- 
ficed bishops work for their pay in the discharge of their 
responsibility, and use their efforts to stop the deleterious 
current of which they so much complain. __, 

Before I dismiss my remarks (though I have already avow- 
ed my belief in that which Deism is designed to subzert,) I 
beg leave to acknowledge myself indebted, both to you and 
Mr. Paine, for much light on the subject of Governments. 
Indeed it seems to me, “the Rights of Man’ displays a 
ae ig of intellect, and original thought, rarely to be equal- 
led, and never to be excelled. But in connection with this 

int I have tosolicit your attention to a question, which to 
me (and all who are of similar views with myself) is a matter 
of importance: namely, on the supposition that you were to 
realize your wishes in seeing a republican government esta- 
blished in this country, would you consider christianity (I do 
not mean under the form ofa national church) so inimical to 
the stability of that government, as to plead its interdiction by 
law to be necessary? In other words, would the plan of 
pasereeent you would propose, be hostile to the free circu- 

tion of the book called the bible, and to the privilege of 
adhering to the diversified tenets of religion, and forms of 
worship, which at present distinguish sects and partics? 

I have been led to make this enquiry from obserying Cet 
- sain yen penenons of yours, in the Republican, with respect to 

the anhihilation of Christianity ; and therefore sbould 
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te vlad if you will, with this paper, insert your reply the 


ortunity. : ; P 
Hae coety you have made ita rule to admit no fictious 


signatures, and consequently miust subscribe myself, 
: R. MILLS. 


5, Marchmont Street, Russell Square. 





teas ~~ 


To Mr. WHITAKER of Bedford Square. 


Sir, 
[thank you for the sum you were kind enough to con- 
tribute toward paying Mr. Carlile’s fine; but as the 
‘of the Republican ought by no means to be de- 
voted to theology, still less to polemical divinity, I 
decline the honor of answering your long letter on the 
Trath of Christianity. 1 shall however observe, that the 
es you have quoted from Suetonius, and. Tacitus, 
and the letter of Pliny’s which you refer to, are nothing 
atall to the purpose ; and have no weight whatever with 
aman who wishes to think for himself. 
1 remain, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 


JULIAN AUGUSTUS ST. JOHN. 


cr 8 


’ Me 


December 15th, 
1819, 


CC Ne 


' ADDRESS 


To the English People on the Attempts which have been 
_ made to Abridge their Liberties. 


Fettow Citizens! 
Tuts is uo time for doubt or suspicion ; ’tis certain the 
ministry have shown to the world their intention of 
making you all Slaves—they have proposed bills in both 
houses of parliament which were intended to feel, as it 
Were, how far you would suffer them to go; to try 
whether you were the bold enlightened men which re- 
publican writers have Tepresented you to be: in short, 
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to observe, by the manner in which you expressed your fee]. 
ing at their arbitrary measares, whether you were to be duped 
into slavery or determined tobe free. This is evidently their 
intention, it carries its character on its face; the motives 
which induced them to proceed in this manner are. not suf}- 
ciently concealed, but that your good sense can easily pcne- 
trate the flimsy veil, and detect the tyrants in their intricate 
and arduouspath. ButI conjure you by all that is sacred, and 
all that is venerable and dear to man; by our sufferings, 
which are unparalleled in the annals of the world; by that 
constitution, which ourancestors held in so much veneration : 
by the feelings of every honest mind, not to become a race of 
tame and despicable slaves! If they they insult you, bear 
it with patience ; if they tax you excessively to support their 
extravagance, petition to have your burdens lessened and 
your wants attended to; if they place in their servicea 
whole army of priests, which they command you to pay, 
hesitate ; but if once they openly and wantonly attack your 
rights; if once they indicate an intention to make slaves of 
you; if they shall despise your petitions and violate the 
constitution, act the reverse,and do not submit till you have 
obtained a free government ; and an honest administration. 

This is not advising acts of violence—this is not sedition» 
nor any thing like it, itis what the British constitution allows, 
and the laws of God and man approve. No man has an un- 
derstanding so stupid as not to know that liberty is natural to 
inan, and perfecily inalienable: slaves and tyrants are mon- 
sters, which God and nature never intended should exit, 
they are violations of his sacred laws, which plainly point 
out the liberty and equality of men: they are not to be inter- 
polated, misconstrued, or sophisticated : they are engraven 
on the heart of every human being, still more on that of 
every Briton ; and they cannot be totally obliterated without 
tearing that beast to pieces. 

In every country and in every age, what has been the issue 
of a conflict between a nation and its would be tyrants 2 who 
have succeeded in the end, the men of public liberty, or the 
base unprincipled despot? Does not history teach, philoso- 
phy demonstrate, and wisdom declare their decisions just, 
that the people will always prevail in the end ? That tyrants, 
with all their glittering shew, are mere pageants, the work of 
a hour, and the sport of fortune? When he reclines on his 
bed of state, which has ‘been fabricated out of the misery of 
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bis subjects, is the tyrant happy? Are his reflexions calm and 
mdisturbed? Does he sleep in peace? No; he is never at 

_ And issuch a situation so much tobe desired? Will 
man for ever sacrifice conscience, and fame, and happiness, to 
bein possession of such splendid misery ? Will he never be 
convinced that the honest and equal citizen is happier than 
the guilty monarch, or his more guilty minions? Wil! he 
never be convinced that ’tis the citizen of afree state who can 
ean alone be happy? And that freedom can never be pur- 
chased too dearly. 

Let the people of England keep these reflexions in mind, . 
let them remember that to be flourishing or happy they must 
be free—that is, have no masterbut the laws—and that they 
will never be free until they shall be permitted to think as 
they please, and to express those thoughts without fear of 
transportation or banishment. I hope that that day is net 
far distant, and my hope is founded on the knowledge of 
which the people are in possession; they cannot now be 
cheated into slavery without knowing how or by whom; to 
beenslaved they must first be conquered, or neafly exter- 
minated, either by famine or the sword ; both are the arms 
of despotism and both have frequently been.employed to 
enslave nations ; and of the two famine is the most destruc- 
live, perhaps, and the’ most effectual ; but nit the most 
certain: it often excites men to acts of patriotism of which - 
they never would have had the most cistant idea, had they 
heen’ fortunate and well-fed; and this consideration has 
frequently induced tyrants: to distribute corn and the neces- 
saries of life to their famished people. Wishing you to 
reflect on these things, 

I remain, 


Your Fellew-Citizen, 
J. A. ST. JOHN. 
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REPUBLICAN IDEAS. 
Translated from the French of De Voltaire. 
(Supposed to have been written by a Citizen of Geneva.) 


By Jutian Avucustus Sr. Joun. 


(Continued from a former Number) 





X XIX. 


It appears very strange that the author of the social 
eontract should take it into his head to say, that all the 
English people ought to sit in parliament, and that it 
ceases to be free when all its rights consists in being re- 
presented in parliament by its deputies. Did he wish that 
three million citizens should assemble to give their vote 
in Westminster? Do the Sweedish peasants appear any 
other way than by their deputies? (4) 


XXX. 


It is said in the same work that, monarchy seems 
only to accord with a powerful and wealthy nation, aris- 
tocracy with one that is moderately rich, and democracy 
to poor and petty states. But in the fourteenth, fifteenth, 
and sixteenth centuries, the Venetians were the only rich 
people in Europe: yet Venice never has been, and never 
will be a movarchy. The Roman republic was immensely 
rieh from the time of Scipio to that of Cesar. ‘The re- 
public of Lucca is very small, and very poor, and yet is 
an aristocracy .. Athens, the most opulent, ingenious, and 
magnificent city in the ancient world, was a democratic 
state. There are very rich citizens among us; and our 
government is a jumble of aristocracy and democracy— 
thus we shall find it necessary to distrust those general 
rules which exist only in the brain of certain writers. 

2 © © Oe 





_ (4) Voltaire seems to have written this article merely out of opposi- 
se thh —e and his ideas do not seem to have been very cleat 
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L. 

it is perhaps necessary that there should exist two par- 
ties in a republic, because one will watch the other; and 
men have great need of inspectors. It is not so shamefal 
as might be believed, that a republic requires mediators: 
it proves, 1 confess, that there is much obstinacy on both 
sides, but it likewise proves that there ixalso much spirit, 
much knowledge, and great sagacity, in interpreting the 
diferent senses of the law; “tis then that arbiters are 
required, who may unfold the mystery of the disputed 
laws, who may alter them should the exigences of the 
state require it, and who may foresee as much as possible 
the changes which time will render necessary. It has 
been repeateda thousand times, that authority has always 
atendency to increase, and the people to complain ; that 
we ought not to credit all its representations, nor reject 
them altogether ; that liberty and power equally demand 
some restraint; that the balanee ought to be held in 
equilibrium : byt where is the point on which to set the 
ballance? who shall fix it? the accomplishment of this 
would be the master-piece of impartiality and policy. 


LI. 


Men are all born equal; but a poor Barbary slave 
does not even suspect the existence of this truth. (5) 


LII. 


This equality does not consist in the annihilation of 
tubordination : we are all equal men, but not equal mem- 
bers of society. All the natural rights of man belong 
equally to the Sultan and the Bostange: both ought to 

with equal power, of their persons, families, and 
estates—Men are all essentially equal, though they are 
different characters on the scene of life. 


(5).The expression ‘‘ bourgeois dé Maroc,” which 1 have translated 
" Barbary Slave,” literally sive’ “a commoner of Morocco’”—but as 
thecommon people always were slaves in those countries, | thought I 

t be allowed the expression : it applied most exquisitely to the 
common people of our own country a few years ago; but, thank hea- 
vea! they are now sensible of their rights ; they think, they reason, and 
they are determined to be impused upon no longer. 





Eprrok. 
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Lill. 

Which is the best government? is a question which js 
eternally agitated. If this question were put to a mip- 
ister, or his deputy, they would undoubtedly reply in 
favour of avsolute power ; if to a baron, he would prefer 
that in which barons partake the legislative power. The 
bishop would say as much: the citizen would wish, and 
with reason, that his will should be consulted, and the 
agriculturist would not be forgotten. ‘The best govern- 
ment seems to be, that in which every condition js 
equally protected by the laws. 


LIV. 


A republican is always more attached to his country than 
the subject of a monarch to his; for this plain reason, a man 
always loves his own interest better than the interest of his 
master. 


‘LY. 


Whiat is the love of one’s country? A compound of preju- 
dices and self love, which public interest has made the great- 
st of all possible virtues. Ina republic, the words public 
good make a profound impression on the heart. 


LVI. 


When the haughty lord of some superb castle, or the rich 
ail powerful citizen, complains‘of the woes which absolute 
power inflicts ov the humble peasant, do net believe them 
sincere. People never sincerely complain of evils which 
they they do not feel. The rich citizens, and titled geutle- 
men, rarely hate the person of the sovereign, unless in the con- 
Vilsions of civil war. ’Tis absolute power in the fourth or 
fifth hand that they hate; ’tis the antichamber of a commis- 
sioner, or a secretary, which causes murmurs; it is because 
the ambitious man has recéived a rebuff from an insolent 
Vilet in the palace, that he sighs over his desolated counUy: 

Kh. 8. ‘Lhis applies to a grumbling aristocracy. 


( To be coisinued.) 
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power 98 ‘this court, which is -bound agi not to 
countenance any further persecution, fo mere Opinion, 

15. “Because, in every Christian’ country in Europe 
the utmost latitude of free. opinion: has been practised 
with-impuaity., particolarly in .France, Holland, Swit. 
zerland,and Prussia; even under the despotic sway of 
the Bourbons, the writiugs of Voltaire, Diderot, d’Ajen. 
bert, Rousseau, Volney, and others, were freely pub. 
lished, and obtained for their authors, honours and 
renown, and for their publishers, extensive patronage and 
immense fortunes; and it would be an. ‘inexplicable 

rodox, if in theface of such examples, the free press 
of England were visited with paius and penalties, and 
those who exercise it, outraged by cruel persecutions and 
vindietive punishments. : 

16. Because, the issue of these proceedings does not 
involve a mere decision in regard to truth or falsehood, 
ora mere affirmation, whether the re-publication of Mr. 
,Paine’s Age of Reason was, or was not, according to law, 

-but.itsissue superadds to the decission, a vindictive and 
-perhaps a ervel punishment, for a act, in which I verily 

lieve I was rendering service to truth and morals, 
against which I discovered no prohibition in the written 
‘laws of Engirnd, and in which I was sanctioned by the 
professions. of. Christianity, and »by the jurisprudence of 
other Christians nations. For these and many other rea- 
sous; which 1 forbear to adduce, I conceive I have not 
rendered. myself obnoxious to avy punishment of this 
Court. I therefore call on this Court, that: its sense of 
qeotice will induce it-to order my immediate liberation 
‘from the confinement, in which, by its authority, I have 
+ been, for one month, unjustly detained. 

—r 
































CORRESPONDENT.» 
¥a answer to the letter of * A Freeethinker,” I have to inform him, 
that No. 15. of the Derst will be published on Saturday next, aod 

that the Republican will continue to be published, though on a larges 





*Tae Eprror. 
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